If they had seen him as he had been a few days before, the idea that he had recovered would not have entered their minds, but he has no memory of the attack, and they did not witness it.
There is one serious warning in the ex-patient's statement.
It deals with the discipline maintained by the attendants.
Violent patients must of course be restrained, and in the course of this there is always the possibility of injury to the lunatic. Unfortunately the moanings of an insane patient may receive scant attention as being due rather to his mental than his physical condition; and it is also true that fellow-patients are afraid to speak of his sufferings from a nervous fear?characteristic of their weakness of mind?that they may anger the attendant. This throws on the medical men the greater responsibility, both of exercising a keen oversight on the attendants, and making a point of examining every patient who complains of pain.
The pain may be imaginary in the majority of cases, but there is always the chance of its being real, and the knowledge that the complaint of even a lunatic will receive attention tends to make attendants cautious in using physical force.
It has happened that an attendant has been charged with the manslaughter of a patient in an asylum, and even though the man was acquitted, such an incident could not but cast a stigma on the institution where it took place.
